II.
Cranial Cavity.?Vessels of pia mater immensely enlarged from congestion; extensive effusion of scrum into meshes of arachnoid, and a little extravasation of thin black blood on the upper surface of the left hemisphere. It has been said that the size of the patches in the heart appears to bear some relation to the extent of those met with in the stomach.. I think, however, it should rather be said that they both are related to the greater or less amount of the poison taken.
What is the cause of these patches ?
As even small doses of arsenic cause congestion of all the internal organs, it does not require a great stretch of the imagination to conceive that a larger dose may produce a^tage of disease in advance of this, in the form of effusion from the already congested vessels of these organs, constituting, in the brain, serous or sanguineous effusion into the meshes of the arachnoid; and in the heart, sanguineous effusion into the endocardium :?the last, perhaps, immediately due to the bruising of the congested capillaries of the endocardium by the powerful muscular action of the left side of the heart.
It will be very interesting in future to observe the stethoseopic sounds in these cases during life. The patches of 3'ellow paint-like substances found in the large intestines in this case, have been before observed by me in suspected poisoning by ivhite arsenic, and they give one the idea that the drug used was orpiment, though really the colour is due to the nresence of bile.
